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WASH in Schools (WinS) at scale

Roles of different actors
Country Summary

• Ministry of Education, Heritage and Arts leads the implementation of 

WinS. The WASH in Schools Policy is developed by the Ministry and the 

Ministry chairs the Technical Working Group on WASH and Education. 

• Ministry of Health and Medical Services is engaged primarily with 

Curriculum Development Unit in ensuring alignment with health 

messaging in the curriculum and through hygiene promotion activities. 

Learning and implications

WinS at scale success factors 

UNICEF Fiji WinS programme is adapted to 

incorporate disaster risk reduction and 

emergencies given the vulnerability of Fiji to 

regular cyclones, floods and rain.  How is it 

implemented? Advocacy, infrastructure, 

policy, school based management, gender 

based research, WASH safety planning such 

as drinking water safety and security 

planning. 

WASH Programmes

Equity and sustainability

Institutionalization of WASH within the education 

sector

Learning Implication Action

Fiji’s geographic

location makes it

vulnerable to frequent

cyclones, floods and

rain

Severely impact schools

ability to maintain functional

WASH facilities and

resources

• WinS must include at the onset elements of

emergency and disaster risk reduction to

make schools resilient.

• WinS Three Star stresses engagement of

school based management including

children and parents/communities.

• This provides platform for sustainability and

ownership

• The WinS Policy and adaption of SDG

aligned WASH questions in FEMIS provides

a sustainable platform to reinforce lasting

behavior change.

Fiji, located South of the Pacific region, with 

these characteristics:

• small island developing state comprised of 
330 islands. 

• relatively young population

• two main ethnic groups (i-Taukei, or 
indigenous Fijian, and Indo-Fijian) 

• Net enrolment of 98.7 with equal enrolment 

rate among boys and girls. 

• 96% of primary and secondary schools are 

community-owned. 

• Schools are subsidized through education 

grant scheme based on enrolment rate.


